FORM J BOARD OF REGENTS
REQUEST FOR ACADEMIC PROGRAM REDUCED ADMISSIONS, PROGRAM SUSPENSION, OR PROGRAM TERMINATION
Revised 2022
Name of institution:	University of Iowa Date submitted:	October 28, 2025
Name of program:	M.S. in Sustainable Development (with and without thesis) 
CIP Code:		30.3301 – Sustainability Studies
College:	Graduate College
Level:	Graduate
Degree abbreviation (e.g., B.S., B.A., M.A., etc.):	M.S.
Action requested: Reduced admissions X	 Program termination 	

The request for admission reduction, program suspension, or program termination shall be reviewed by the Board Office and the Council of Provosts. With the recommendation for approval by the Board Office and the Council of Provosts, the request shall be submitted to the Board of Regents for discussion and action.

The institution shall not communicate to the public its intended action to limit enrollment, suspend the program, or terminate the program until it has been approved by the Board of Regents.
Provide a brief description of the program.
The Master of Science in Sustainable Development is a two-semester, interdisciplinary graduate program that was first offered in Fall 2022. The program requires a minimum of 30 semester hours (s.h.) of graduate credit, which includes four-core courses focused on sustainable development, communication, and professional development, and a two-semester experiential capstone course (offered through Urban and Regional Planning). The course requirements are rounded out with two technical electives focused on analytical methods and three additional electives themed around a particular UN Sustainable Development Goal (or SDG). Students pursuing the thesis option usually complete an additional year of sustainability focused research and practice to generate a portfolio thesis. Current University of Iowa undergraduate students may also apply to a combined accelerated graduate degree program or U2G (undergraduate-to-graduate degree program).

Provide a brief rationale for the requested action. Include if this is intended to be a temporary or permanent change.
The Graduate College is requesting temporary suspension of admissions to the M.S. in Sustainable Development while the future of the degree is re-envisioned.  The temporary pause on the admission will allow for the best future of the SDG MS program to be identified. 

Describe how any current applicants or admitted students to the program will be accommodated and the length of the transition period.
Any current applicants for Fall 2026 (there are not admitted students for Fall 2026) will be notified of the admissions suspension (if approved) and refunded any application fees. Additionally, their application will be shared with other programs at UI (e.g., Urban and Regional Planning within the School of Planning and Public Affairs) that may be suitable for their interests. 



Describe the effect on costs of reducing enrollments or terminating the program, e.g., cost savings, resource reallocations, faculty/staff reductions.

If approved, the M.S. in Sustainable Development will have decreased enrollment, but the program is already quite small. Faculty that teach courses in the SDG program have always offered the program’s core courses through their home department/College, where the courses are housed. These core courses will not be offered during the suspension of admissions, and faculty will return to teaching appropriate coursework in their home department/College. Any staff supporting the SDG program have done it on a part-time and ad hoc basis, already support other degree programs; thus, the suspension of admission for the M.S. in Sustainable Development would not result in any staff reductions. There have been no resources associated with the SDG program, as all students are self-supported (i.e., paying their own tuition and fees). Thus, there is no need to reallocate any resources. 

Is the same or comparable program available elsewhere in the state? Identify the schools where the program is available and the current enrollment at those sites.

There is no other graduate program available in Iowa focused on sustainable development, to the best of our knowledge. However, there are many related programs at UI and ISU that touch upon sustainability concepts, including programs at UI that collaborated to create the SDG program (e.g., Environmental Engineering, Geographical and Sustainability Sciences, and Urban and Regional Planning). 

Provide data on the applications; enrollments and completions in the academic program for the past 5 years. 

	
	Applicants
	Students with SDG as Primary Degree Objective 
	Students in SDG Program but not as Their Primary Degree Objective 
(e.g., U2G, Dual Degree)
	Degree Conferral

	Fall 2022
	8
	5
	5
	0

	Spring 2023
	2
	5
	5
	1

	Fall 2023
	1
	7
	7
	0

	Spring 2024
	3
	5
	5
	3

	Fall 2024
	16
	5
	7
	2

	Spring 2025
	2
	3
	6
	1

	Fall 2025
	15
	1
	2
	0




How might the reduction or termination affect workforce needs in the state? Be as specific as possible.
Students in this program have gone on to pursue careers as sustainability coordinators at institutions of higher education or at the city or county level of government. Others have gone on to pursue advanced degrees in sustainability-related fields or found employment with NGOs that work on SDG relevant issues (e.g., food access). Because the program is small and has produced a small number of graduates, there will be no immediate or long-term impact on workforce needs in Iowa. Many of the positions filled by SDG graduates can be filled by others in related degree fields at UI (e.g., Urban and Regional Planning, Sustainability Science, Environmental Engineering). 

What is the anticipated impact on other programs at this institution?
No negative impact is anticipated for other programs at this institution. 

Describe any anticipated impact on particular sub-groups of students (ex. transfer students, gender or racial/ethnic identities, disability status).
No negative impact is anticipated for sub-groups of students.

Provide any other information that might be helpful to the Board of Regents in considering this request.
